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hello,
We are grateful for the opportunity 
to share our hearts with you through 
the pages of this book. Although we 
don’t know you, we admire and respect 
you for the courage we believe it must 
take to make an adoption plan for 
your child. That said, we realize that 
choosing adoptive parents is not an 
easy thing to do, so we thought we’d 
share a few things about our hearts to 
help you get to know us.

We pray you will feel peace 
and confidence as you navigate 
your adoption plan. We can assure 
you that it will be a great honor to 
unconditionally love and raise your 
child. We are committed to openly 
speak of the love you have for your 
child, and by doing so, you will know 
how much you are valued, worthy, 
and loved. 

We’ve been married for 6 years and 
have been unable to conceive a baby. 
After much prayer, we felt confident 
that adoption is God’s plan for 
growing our family. Three years ago, 
we were blessed with a beautiful baby 
girl through adoption. Now, all three 
of us are ready to welcome another 
child into our home! We are excited 
to shower a little one with abundant 
love, support, and encouragement 
everyday! We trust that you can get 
a glimpse into our hearts and our lives 
through this book.

- Craig + Camille



our hearts for
A D O P T I O N

Camille had a cervical fibroid which originally prevented conception. Even after the 
fibroid was removed, the scar tissue has continued to prevent conception. After praying 
about the situation, we didn’t feel comfortable proceeding with invasive infertility testing 
or treatments.

We feel that God has called us to love and care for children together as a married 
couple. Since we haven’t been able to conceive in our 6 years of marriage, we have 
peace with the fact that we will most likely not have biological children. After praying 
about whether God’s will for us would include infertility treatments to attempt to have 
biological children, remain childless, or pursue adoption, we felt Him leading us down the 
path of adoption. In 2018 our lives were enriched greatly when we adopted a sweet little 
girl. We are once more proceeding in faith knowing that God can provide for us again. 
We are thankful for our daughter, and we are excited to think of her being a big sister!

“ ”
We are so thrilled to see how

God uses adoption to expand our 
family and our hearts.



we pray
that God
gives you

peace and
comfort as
you walk

this journey...



our love story...
We have been married for 6 years,

and each day together just gets sweeter!

T H E  B E G I N N I N G . . .

Although we knew of each other through family, we didn’t 
really get to know each other well until we started working 
together in 2008. We worked in a small office together, and 
because of this we saw each other on a regular basis and 
interacted frequently. In 2011 Craig changed positions to 
become my supervisor. Initially, we drove each other nuts! We 
were very different in many ways but later came to realize 
these differences complemented one another well. We were 
both attracted to one another’s love for God and similar 
interests and values. After a few years of working together, 
getting to know one another, and much prayer, we became 
engaged. It was fun to see the shocked faces of our coworkers. 
Thankfully we now have a beautiful relationship. It has been 
neat to experience this miracle of two lives becoming one! 

We are adventure
buddies, and we
are so thankful
to be living life
with one another...

“

”



O U R  W E D D I N G . . .

We were married in the church Camille attended her 
whole life and were married by her dad’s cousin/best 
friend. In order to keep the focus on God and not us, 
the wedding was incorporated into our regular Sunday 
afternoon church service, with about 600 in attendance. 
A couple hundred more came to the reception.  In our 
church, the bride typically doesn’t wear a white wedding 
dress, so Camille wore a purple dress and had taupe 
bridesmaid dresses. The reception was simple but 
elegant. We served strawberry shortcake, mixed nuts, 
skittles, and ice cream punch. The funny thing about our 
wedding is that we almost sent out invitations without 
the date on them! We already had the invitations stuffed, 
sealed, stamped, and addressed. Thankfully, we realized 
it before they were all mailed so we could have them 
reprinted correctly. We honeymooned in North Carolina, 
starting in the Outer Banks and ending in Asheville. 

Most newly wed couples have a really rough few years of marriage. But, Craig and I had worked with 
each other for so long and knew each other so well that we found the opposite to be true! We feel 
strongly about being open and vulnerable in our relationship with each other. We feel that is what 
has greatly contributed to our wonderful marriage. We don’t try to hide anything from each other, 
and there is nothing that we feel we couldn’t share. If there is a problem, we like to sit down and talk 
through things to discover what is at the “root of the problem” and work through the situation.



m e e t :

Camille

S H E  I S :
friendly,
outgoing,
and a
lover of

homemaking

A C C O R D I N G  T O  C R A I G . . .

Camille is a very detailed person who excels in planning and is very organized. She brings 
structure to my life and is deeply caring. Everybody loves Camille! She makes friends very 
easily. She is very intelligent and does a wonderful job of understanding me. She is very 
devoted in her commitments to others and serves very selflessly. Raising a developmentally 
delayed child is not easy, but I have heard something along these lines on more than one 
occasion from other people: “Camille is the textbook mom for a child with Down Syndrome.” 
Contrary to her claims, she can be rather creative and definitely is a fun person. We literally 
do everything together! There are certain areas where we are so much alike and yet so 
incredibly different. We find joy and compatibility in both our similarities and differences! 

Camille will take time to get “down on their level” to play and interact with children. Her 
mother often said that there is a song for every occasion. With Camille, that means the 
slightest thing will remind her of a song which she breaks out singing seemingly out of 
nowhere. She is a walking repository of children’s songs, putting Mother Goose to shame.



more about Camille...
I am thankful to be a homemaker who can enjoy time with 
our daughter. I look forward to having the same experience 
with another child. I feel privileged to be able to see all the 
milestones of the first few years of life. I love to plan and 
organize, whether it is things around the house or events for 
our church or community. I especially enjoy being in nature – 
hiking, rock scrambling, canoeing, or just sitting and enjoying. 
Some of my other interests include traveling, doing puzzles, 
and singing.

It fascinates me how children grow and develop, so I look 
forward to experiencing the development of another child 
and seeing him/her meet the various milestones. I look 
forward to seeing Annesley interact with and share a special 
bond with a sibling. I also anticipate the joy of sharing our 
love with another child. 

My greatest desire for my daughter and any future 

children would be for them to surrender their lives to 

God, serve Him, and have the peace that only He can 

give. I also want them to be responsible citizens that 

will contribute goodness wherever they go.



m e e t :

Craig

H E  I S :
kind,

enthusiastic,
fun, 

and a
deep thinker

A C C O R D I N G  T O  C A M I L L E . . .

Craig is easy-going (gets along with and is liked by everybody), spontaneous, playful (enjoys 
making people laugh), supportive (willing to do whatever’s needed to make me feel loved, 
protected, and secure), and has a do-it-now personality. Our differences complement each 
other well which allow us to work well together. Even though we each have different chores 
we normally do around the house, he is willing to help with mine if needed. He will often 
point out the bigger picture of a situation that will help me refocus on the perspective that 
I should have. I’m thankful that God gave me such a good husband.

Craig seems to be a child magnet, attracting them wherever he goes. He loves to scoop 
up younger children and put them up on his shoulders, tickle them, and play with them. 
He doesn’t care what/how he plays with them. It can be tag, ball, rockets, or anything else 
they choose. He can get the shyest of children engaged in a game faster than anyone else 
I know. He also has a gift for explaining things to kids and teaching them in a fun way how 
things work.



more about Craig...

I manage the accounting and finance aspects of a construction 
company. I am very fortunate to have a flexible working 
schedule and a very positive environment. The owners I work 
for are very understanding and supportive of me, recognizing 
the importance of my work and the needs of my family. 

I enjoy being with my family. We spend a lot of time at our 
family cabin (a mile from our home), share Sunday morning 
breakfasts together, and monthly family nights. Much of my 
free time is spent for others: extra attention given to our 
daughter with special needs, preparation of Sunday School 
lessons, treasurer for our church, and trustee/treasurer for our 
volunteer fire/rescue department. I enjoy fly fishing, puzzles, 
reading/listening to books, stargazing, hiking, canoeing, and 
just being in nature. I am also interested in anything aviation 
related; I have a distant dream of someday learning to be 
a private pilot and being able to fly people for charitable 
purposes. 

My greatest desire for my children is for them to know 

God’s love for them and experience Him personally. 



m e e t :

Annesley
Annesley is a fun, adventure-loving, and social 
little girl who is extra special because of her 
extra chromosome (Down Syndrome). She 
loves everyone and makes friends wherever 
we go. It is amazing how many strangers 
talk to us now because of her sweet nature! 
Her interests include books, music, and being 
outside. She is content but not always very 
persistent. She is especially observant of 
babies and thinks it is her job to inform you 
whether they are sleeping or awake. We are 
certain that she will be the best big sister! 

We had a very good experience with 
Annesley’s adoption. Although we were 
originally wanting a semi-open adoption, 
we have a closed adoption for her. We were 
thrilled when we were able to meet her birth 
mother shortly before Annesley turned 3. She 
still desires a closed adoption, so we probably 
won’t have much contact going forward, but 
we do post updates on the Child Connect 
website for her to view. We have several 
children’s books on adoption that we read to 
Annesley periodically, and we frequently tell 
her we are thankful that God brought her 
to us. We tell her that she was adopted, and 
we pray for her birth parents. We don’t know 
how much she does or will comprehend about 
adoption, but we strongly believe in talking to 
our children from birth about adoption so that 
they won’t feel that we were hiding anything 
from them. We believe it should just be part of 
what they’ve always known.

H E R  A D O P T I O N  S T O RY. . .





we love
time

together

We enjoy taking walks in the evenings, 
spending time in nature (including feeding 
and watching birds in our yard), traveling, 
hiking, working on puzzles, singing, being with 
family, and gathering with friends. If weather 
permits, we like to picnic at a nearby park on 
holidays.

We have enjoyed creating fun traditions as a 
family! Camille’s mother’s family gets together 
each April to do a Family Mushroom Hunt 
for morel mushrooms. Even if it is raining or 
a “bad year” in which we don’t find many 
mushrooms, we still enjoy the time together 
as a family. Craig’s dad’s family picks a 
weekend in the summer when all the out-of-
state cousins can make it back and have a 
weekend-long reunion. Craig’s mom’s family in 
Iowa has moved the biggest family gathering 
away from Christmas and into January for a 
Winter Family Fun Day that includes games, 
trap-shooting, and sledding.

The most frequent family tradition is that 
Craig’s family gets together each Sunday 
morning for breakfast. This started when his 
older brother was born. Dad fixes breakfast 
for all his kids and grandkids. Each of our 
families has started doing a family trip each 
year. With Craig’s family, we try to go to a 
vacation rental for 3-4 days. Craig’s family all 
went together to purchase a cider press a few 
years ago, so we enjoy pressing apple cider 
as a family. We also get together with Craig’s 
side for a monthly “family night.” Family nights 
also include celebrations of any birthdays that 
month. 
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My mother (Evelyn) passed away 12 years ago. 
My dad, Rich, married Carol 5 months before we 
got married, and they live 15 minutes away. We see 
them every other week when they aren’t traveling. 
I have one sibling – a sister, Kim. She is married to 
Brad and they have 13 children. Since Kim’s family 
runs a greenhouse business in Ohio, we only see 
them a few times a year but talk on the phone 
usually once a week. Kim’s children are eager to 
have another cousin besides Annesley. We are 
thankful to have a great relationship with all of 
my family.

My parents, Kent and Beth, live 2 houses down 
from our street. My older brother, David, and his 
wife, Erica, live 2 houses down from us at the end 
of the cul-de-sac and have 3 children. We can 
see their house from our front windows! My sister, 
Kayla, lives about 2 miles north of town. She is 
married to Clint and has 7 children. My younger 
brother, Kyle, and wife, Tess, live one block behind 
us and have 2 kids. Our close proximity to all of my 
family lends itself to frequent interactions which 
helps to keep us close relationally as well. When 
Camille married into the family, she was amazed 
at how much we enjoy living life together! 

C R A I G ’ S  S I D E . . .

C A M I L L E ’ S  S I D E . . .



“

”

we are so
excited to
welcome a
new child

in our
home...

our
home

We have a ranch home (about 2000 square feet of finished space) that is only 10 years old and was 
built by the construction company where Craig works. Our home has 3 bedrooms and 3 bathrooms, 
open floor plan, large play area in the finished basement, and an open back yard off the patio. 
We are thankful to live on a quiet cul-de-sac where it is safe to play outside with the other children 
in the neighborhood and where all the parents agree on the same rules and guidelines for playing 
together. 

We do not have any pets at our house, but all of Craig’s siblings and parents have pets, so we have 
several dogs and cats in the family. His sister also has horses, cattle, goats, ducks, and chickens in 
addition to their dogs and cats, so we have many opportunities to see different animals including 
their playfulness as babies! When we visit Camille’s sister, we have the opportunity to see their 
assortment of animals also. Both of our sisters’ families have a reputation for taking in any runt or 
orphaned animals.



community
roots

We live in a small community where 
everyone in town is considered a 
neighbor. We have several community 
events each year that are well attended. 
There is a Pork Chop Supper and 
auction in the spring which benefits 
the Community Club that disperses 
funds to the village for various 
projects, the school, and the library. 
In the fall, there is a FundFest which 
is a Saturday involving a pancake/
sausage breakfast, pulled pork supper, 
and auction to benefit the Fire & 
Rescue Departments. Ironically both 
these events (village “staples” if you 
will) were started by Craig’s parents 
who, carrying his grandparents’ 
examples, are very well known and 
respected in the community. We have 
had a Maypole Dance performed by 
our local elementary school students 
as a community event that has been 
going on for over 100 years. There 
is a Community Potluck each month 
that Camille has attended. During 
the summer, there is also a weekly 
family-oriented event with live music 
and ice cream that we like to attend. 
We have our own elementary school 
but merge with 2 other towns for 
middle and high school. There are 
two playgrounds in town – one at 
the elementary school and one at 
the Village Hall (community center). 
We love our community, and we look 
forward to continuing to grow our 
roots here!
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We hope to remain living in this 
wonderful community. We have 
discussed building a new home 
in the surrounding country some 
day, but we are very content 
with our home in town and its 
close proximity to family at this 
point. Since we love to travel and 
Camille has been to all 50 states, 
we would love to be able to share 
this with our children in the future. 
We think it is important that 
children are given the opportunity 
to see at least some of our nation’s 
historical sites. We mainly want to 
share time with our children as we 
experience life. We want to teach 
them to enjoy family time as that 
is important to both of us. 

Schooling of children is such an interesting 
topic, and we will continue to pray about it. At 
this point, we feel that any of the options for 
education could work for our family. We have 
an excellent public school system that allows 
and encourages parental involvement. There is a 
private school about 12 minutes from our home. 
We have many friends, as well as Camille’s sister, 
that homeschool, so we feel that we would have 
lots of support and help if we pursue that option 
also. We want what is best for our children as 
far as an academic education goes but also in 
regards to what influences they are exposed to. 
We feel each child learns differently and would 
react differently to various types of teaching. 
We will continue to pray for the Lord’s direction 
through time and through getting to know our 
children and their needs. We do not plan to push 
our children toward college just so they have 
college degrees, but we would support them if 
that is the path needed for their chosen career. 
We will encourage them to put forth their best 
effort during their schooling as well as in their 
chosen occupations.
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We believe the most important aspect of life 
is our relationships with God. We will give the 
most time and energy to teach our children 
things that would bring them close to Jesus. 
We will strive to teach by example what we 
feel is important to help us in our Christian 
walk of life – praying each day, reading in 
God’s Word, and other virtues such as honesty, 
responsibility, loyalty, and dependability. We 
want to instill in them that life isn’t so much 
about us, but rather that we are called to be 
helpers and a blessing to others. Church is a 
huge part of our lives. We regularly attend 
church services on Sundays and Wednesday 
nights and other special events. We both 
love to serve our church. For example, Craig 
is a song leader, Sunday School teacher, 
and treasurer. Camille helps in the kitchen. 
Many of our friends are from our church, 
and the majority of our social gatherings 
are with people from our church. We believe 
involvement in a church is important to help 
keep each other accountable and connected 
to the body of Christ. 

“
”

our family
is rooted
in faith
and love...





We will love our children unconditionally, aiming to convey the love that God has 
for us. We will speak openly of adoption in our home, as we don’t want our children to 
misunderstand or be ashamed of adoption. We want them to view their story with gratitude 
and understanding. We feel it is best to start speaking of adoption immediately at birth so 
that our children never remember the time they “found out” about their adoption. We believe 
God loves everyone equally – birth parents and adoptive parents included. Because of this, 
we will love the birth parents of our children also.

We will speak kindly of you because we are grateful for the life you have given and the 
opportunity granted to our family. Even though Annesley’s adoption is considered a closed 
adoption, we are open to having more contact with this adoption. One of our greatest 
privileges in life has been meeting Annesley’s birth mother twice, even though our only 
ongoing contact is pictures and letters posted to the Child Connect website.

We are so thankful for you and the sacrifices you are making. We are praying for 
you, and we look forward to the potential of knowing you better!

- Craig + Camille

before you go...
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