
diana & fernando







Hello!

We are grateful you have chosen to read our book. We know that your journey is difficult and
emotional and we admire your efforts to give your child life. We cannot express our gratitude
enough for your selflessness and courageous gift of love.

We hope that through this book you are able to gain some insight into our lives and
understand that we are surrounded with much love and support from our families and
friends. We hope that you can see that the child we raise and welcome into our home, our
families, and our community, would be filled with abundant joy and love.

We want you to know that we have the utmost respect for you and your decision. We both
have so much love to give and hope you give us the opportunity to share this greatest gift with
your child. We wish you all the peace and strength during this time.
                                               - diana & fernando



About us
We met on match.com!
Online dating really works!

We met in the fall of 2014 in Chicago. We went on
our first date for Spanish food. Diana was nursing
a cold and was kind of quiet, and Fernando ended
up talking Diana’s ear off because he was nervous.
Fast forward a couple of months and we were on
a road trip to St. Louis. It was during this time that
we were able to talk during the five hour drive and
really get to know each other. This was also the
moment that love sparked, and we were married
in August of 2017.

Our first picture with Santa!

Celebrating Valentine's Day Our first cooking class  Celebrating a win by the
Chicago Fire Soccer Team



Why we want to adopt
We both come from Hispanic families.
Family is an integral part of our lives.

We believe love is the foundation of a home. We both
have an abundant amount to give to our friends,
family and future child. We have dreamed of
expanding our family through adoption and truly
making our house a home. Because of our families'
influence, we want to create what we have
experienced with our families through life- long
adventures, in the ordinary of the everyday and
always enjoying a loving home where all are welcome.

Fernando & his niece at a party

Our families at our wedding

Diana & friend's daughter at lunchFernando & nephew at a festival



Our decision to adopt

When we started dating, we both talked about wanting children and we both agreed that
we wanted to adopt.  Fast forward a few years, and here we are finally making this a
reality.  We would welcome the chance to bring any child into our home. We welcome all
races and genders!

Both of our families are thrilled that we are adopting and we know that whoever comes
into our lives will be embraced by all.

Fernando & his cousins at
our wedding

With our niece at her recitalHanging out with friends at
their home



About Diana

I grew up in the suburbs in a Cuban family – first generation.
I attended Loyola University Chicago for college and lived at
home until I was 29. My parents were a bit resistant to me
moving out, as most Hispanic parents are with their
daughters, but I’ve always had an independent drive. 

I received my MBA while I was working and attended school
part time. I was married once previously and my husband
passed away after a brief illness. I add all these details to
show that through every part of my life, I have made friends
and relationships that have created my story and have
become a part of who I am. To know my friends is also to
know a part of me.

Diana &  her Goddaughter out
for lunch in the city

Housewarming party at a friends' house On the Google building after our 1st Chicago 5K



A few of Diana's favorite things
CHOCOLATE, CHEESE, RAMEN & WORKING OUT

I'm comfortable with myself at this stage in my life and
prioritize the things that mean the most to me: family, friends
and the time to be in good shape--both physically and
mentally. This means I'm present to be with the people I love
and have time to enjoy all my favorite things.

My sister, Liz, is the the best example of how to love.  She has
Down syndrome and all our lives she's been teaching me how
to be kind, how to treat others and to live in the moment. I
also love working out and I enjoy trying different food…
actually, I don’t love working out but it does make me feel
better and helps me be in a better mental space to handle all
of life’s daily challenges.

                Riding 37 miles with friends

I love weightlifting!

Kayaking on the Chicago River Diana with her sister Fundraiser with friends At our friends' wedding



About Fernando

I grew up in Chicago. I come from a big family of three, a
brother and a sister, three nieces, two goddaughters and
numerous aunts, uncles and cousins. Both of my parents
were born in Mexico which makes me first-generation.

I graduated from an electrical trade school and worked as an
electrical engineer. Recently, I was promoted to a damage
investigator and love my job! When I am not working, I spend a
lot of time with my nieces and 
nephews and doing things with 
them such as going to Navy Pier, 
wrestling, play-fighting, watching 
movies, or just hanging out at home.

White Sox game with friends

With the nieces and nephews

Fernando's family out for Cuban
food

Fernando and friends at a summer BBQ

Fernando with his cousins

Meeting UFC legend Royce Gracie



A few of Fernando's
favorite things
UFC, THE BULLS AND
WRESTLING

Growing up in the Southside of
Chicago there were 3 things I
loved: Toys, WWF, and the Chicago
Bulls. My father and I used to
watch some of the biggest
personalities, and strongest men
battle it out on Saturday Night's
Main Event late at night. We had
the best moments watching this
and even would wait to eat our
dinner so we could enjoy our food
while watching the show. I joined
wrestling in high school and stuck
with it for 3 years and learned
discipline, proper eating and most
of all, the meaning of hard work.
Now I spend my time as a
volunteer coach for my old High
School.

Fernando's birthday
 celebration

Karaoke with Fernando's
nephew

Meeting CT Fletcher at
Chicago Fit Expo

Teaching his niece how to
swim



What Fernando says about Diana

ADVENTUROUS, CRAFTY, SOCIAL, FUNNY & AFFECTIONATE

Diana always makes friends
everywhere we go. This is mostly
because she is always open to new
experiences and always willing to
help with anything she is capable
of. Whether it is with me, her
friends, or her family, she is willing
to talk to everyone and listen. 

She always plans fun adventures
for us and her friends. She also
loves to learn how to repair any
broken projects around the house.
No matter how hard her day has
been she is always willing to listen
or lend a helping hand and give
some hugs.

In Cancun

At our close friends' wedding

At the Cultural Center in
Chicago

At the carnival with
Diana's niece



When I first met Fernando, I was drawn to his kindness and sincerity. I was fresh to the
dating world after the loss of my husband two years prior and was looking for someone
who would love me for who I was and what I found in him was so much greater than I
ever thought I would find.
 
I found a man that finds the good in everybody, loves deeply and is as playful as a child.
With everything that he does, he approaches a situation with integrity and fairness. In
these times, this is something rare and something that I treasure about Fernando.

Diving into a cave in
Mexico

What Diana says about Fernando

KIND, FUNNY, GENEROUS, PLAYFUL AND WITTY

Spending quality time with 
my nephew

July 4th party with good friends



How we spend our time

We both have always loved to travel and try new things, whether
that’s a cooking class, a new workout class, restaurants or just
walking around the neighborhood discovering new places or
new murals.

Jump zone with our nieces

Enjoying Barcelona on
our honeymoon

Fernando celebrating 
with his friends

The night Fernando
 proposed to Diana

Diana & Fernando at home

Nike workout in
Chicago

Having fun while working out



Our home, our world

We currently live in a pretty quiet and diverse
neighborhood in Chicago. On the weekends, we don’t
have to use the car much since we have groceries,
restaurants, coffee shops and parks all within walking
distance. We love hosting friends and hanging out with
all of our friends near and far.

Celebrating November
birthdays with friends

Dinner with friends in New
Orleans

Entertaining our good friends at our
home for Sunday lunch

Paddle boarding on 
Lake Michigan



Our god children

Diana has five god children and Fernando has two. We are
both honored and blessed that our friends and family would
bestow this title on us, and we take our responsibility
seriously, and spend as much time as we can with our god
children.

Goddaughter Micaela playing
with her favorite Uncle

Goddaughter Ariana out to
lunch with Fernando

Goddaughters Emma and
Olivia at our wedding

Godson Leaf at our party

Goddaughter Florence at
Maggie Daley Park

Dinner with
Goddaughter Zella



Our families mean the world to us

We value our time with our family and feel fortunate to have been raised with values
that hold true today. The memories we created we hope to some day create with our
own family. Both of our families are excited for our adoption journey and we know that
child will be cherished by everyone.

Fernando & his brother
entertaining their niece

Fernando, his mom,
aunt & niece

Fernando & his niece at a
cowboy themed party

Diana's parents
renewing their vows
- 60th anniversary!

Extended family celebration for Diana's parents
60th anniversary

Celebrating Diana's
mom's birthday

Diana & her nieces



Family & Friends

Fernando & his groomsmen Fernando & his cousins at a
family wedding

Lunch in the city with Diana's
sister and god-children

Celebrating Diana & her
sister's birthdays

Diana with her friends
since 6th grade

Liver Walk Fundraiser 5K with
close friends

Celebrating a friend's
baptism

Fernando goofing
around with his

nieces

Welcoming a friend's
baby into the world

Diana & her college friends



We will teach our child...

To love and respect all people
To have trust and faith in God

The meaning of friendship
To work hard and be the best they can be

That we will love him or her no matter what

Relaxing on Lake Michigan with friends Wedding in Mexico with Fernando's high
school friends



One last thank you
We appreciate YOU taking time to consider us

We hope you enjoyed getting to know us as much as we enjoyed putting this book
together for you and some day to share with our child. As our child grows, we plan to
share their adoption story with them. We always want them to be proud of who they are
and where they came from. More than anything, we want you to know that we will love
your child unconditionally and will devote our lives providing him or her with all the love,
security and joy that we can possibly offer.

We will be forever grateful to the family that helps us create our family. Thank you again
for considering us.

                                          - diana & fernando






