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We have the utmost respect and honor for your decision to choose life 
for your child. We know you had other options and can’t imagine the 
courage it took to consider adoption. We have been praying for you and 
the sweet life growing inside of you, and we have so much love for both 
of you already.

Thank you for taking the time to look through our profile. We are Josh and Shelly. The first thing 
you should know about us is that we deeply love God, love each other, and adore our two kiddos. 
We live in Colorado, and are surrounded by so much beauty to enjoy and explore. 

We met in 2014 and knew within a few weeks that we wanted to get married. Shelly left South 
Carolina, moved to Colorado and we were married in 2015. The last four years have been a whirlwind 
but we wouldn’t change a moment of it. 
     
In 2016 we gave birth to our first son, Jedidiah, and in January of 2018 our second son, Judah, 
joined our family. Shelly has the amazing privilege of being a stay at home mom and getting to be 
there for every milestone, from first steps to first words, and experiencing the little day to day joys 
like hearing them belly laugh as they play together.

Becoming parents has been the greatest blessing of our lives. We absolutely love being together as 
a family, whether it’s going for adventures in the mountains, sledding at Grandma and Grandpa’s 
house, eating dinner together every night as a family, or snuggling up on the couch at the end of 
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the day reading “Goodnight Moon” for the hundredth time. Our boys already have a deep bond with 
each other and we know they will be protective, loving big brothers as we continue to grow our 
family.

We always knew that we wanted a big family and have had a heart for adoption before our boys 
were even conceived. We believe that God has a special place in His heart for adoption, and 
adopting a child was something we planned on pursuing before we were even married. Because of 
complications with our two pregnancies, we are unable to have any more biological children and 
are looking forward to growing our family through adoption. 

We promise to love our new addition with a deep unconditional love, to teach her about Jesus and 
how wonderfully He created her to be, to provide a home that can make her feel safe and secure, 
and give her many, many reasons to find joy.

We appreciate you taking the time to learn a little more about us. 

Blessings,

Fishing at Corn Lake Hiking at Colorado National Monument

Color Sunday on the Grand MesaPictures at Riggs Hill



HOW WE 
Met



After spending our 20s single, we both 
signed up for eHarmony, and were matched 
online in 2014. We talked on the phone 
nightly for about a month and took trips to 
visit in person. This only solidified what we 
already felt about each other: we were in 
love! We couldn’t believe how much we had 
in common and how well our lives meshed 
together. 

After the first time we talked on the phone, 
Shelly hung up, opened up Pinterest, and 

created a wedding board. Although it would 
be six months before we were officially 
engaged, we both knew marriage was where 
we were headed. 

Josh proposed to Shelly at one of her 
favorite Carolina waterfalls in November 
2014. In the following months, Shelly quit 
her job, sold her house in South Carolina, 
and moved across the country to Colorado. 



OUR
Wedding

We were married in April 
of 2015 at a beautiful little 
chapel in the mountains 
of Ashville, NC. We were 
surrounded by trees and 
flowers and stunning views. 

We had our first dance to 
“At Last” by Etta James and 
teared up as we took turns 
dancing with our parents. 
Friends and family came 
from all over the country 
to celebrate with us, and 
we had a blast catching 
up with old friends. Our 
wedding was laid back, 
simply elegant, and 
absolutely perfect!





Josh Loves
1. Drawing (mainly cartoons)
2. Reading books by CS Lewis 
3. Writing
4. Adventures with Shelly and 
     the kids
5. Hiking 
6. Grilling hamburgers after a 
     Saturday of hard yard work
7. Working in the garage
8. Bike rides on the river front    
     trail
9. Electronic music
10. Playing with the kids

Shelly Loves
1. Quiet mornings sipping coffee 
     and reading my Bible
2. Being a stay at home mom 
3. Family pizza and movie nights
4. Reading
5. Doing crafts and activities with 
     our boys
6. Hiking to look at waterfalls
7. Writing
8. Predictable chick flick movies
9. The changing colors of Fall
10. Visiting family in the 
     Carolinas

10 
THINGS 

WE LOVE



In Chicago, Willis Tower

GJ Rockies Baseball Game

Our “Love Tree”

Our “Love Tree”

Biking Connected Lakes Trail



Shelly is not just pretty but a woman who takes 
her faith in Christ very seriously.  She loves to 
read and write and dreams of doing big things 
with her writing someday. She has always loved 
kids and started volunteering in a day care when 
she was just 11. She has continued working with 
children and youth in one way or another up to 
the present. Over the years she has led countless 
Bible studies and was a youth leader for a time. 
One of the most impressive feats was her decision 
to do therapeutic foster-care as a single woman!

Seeing her dedication being a stay-at-home mom 
with our boys, Jedidiah (Jeddy) and Judah, has 
just further cemented her amazing character in 
my eyes. She always puts the boys first and is 
far more concerned with their health, nutrition, 
education and spiritual growth than I could have 
even dreamed. She stops at nothing to make sure 
they are always safe and well. She is constantly 
playing with them, letting Jeddy “help” her in 
the kitchen, doing activities and crafts with them 
(she has started Tot School with Jeddy and one 
of her favorite things to do is plan curriculum 
and activities to teach the kids), reading to them, 
feeding them, snuggling them, or rocking and 
singing them to sleep. 

Her love of kids spills over into the kids of the 
neighborhood. She babysits the younger ones and 
lets the older ones come over and help her at the 
house or play with the boys. So many children’s 
lives are better from Shelly’s influence and 
especially the few that get to call her mom. 

JOSH 
TALKS ABOUT 

Shelly



Josh is an amazing husband and the best daddy. 
He is so involved in the lives of our boys, whether 
it’s getting on the floor and playing with them 
as soon as he comes home from work, waking 
up in the middle of the night to rock them back 
to sleep, or reading the same storybook over and 
over again.  He’s a patient, humble servant who 
willingly takes out the trash, washes the dishes 
after dinner, and keeps the cars and house in good 
repair. He makes sure we always feel safe and 
protected. 

His desire to love and serve others is one of the 
things that I was first attracted to. Josh has been 
involved in Young Life, leading Bible studies, 
and going on mission trips all around the world. 
He has a huge sense of adventure and used to 
be a motorcycle driving, mountain climbing, 
skateboarding man before we were married and 
had kiddos. Our adventures look a little different 
now, but I love how Josh continues to stretch me 
and seeks to live an adventurous life together.

Josh is a talented artist, cartoonist and he has 
the privilege of getting to use his creative abilities 
every day in his job as a Graphic Designer at our 
church. Since he has been there for 12 years, 
Josh gets four weeks of paid vacation each year. 
We love using this time to travel as a family, visit 
new places, or fly out east to visit my family. This 
year Josh is saving up his vacation days so that he 
can spend extra time at home after we welcome a 
new baby into our family. Josh is a hard worker, a 
fantastic artist, and my very best friend. I can’t 
wait to see another baby steal his heart!

SHELLY 
TALKS ABOUT 

Josh



A LITTLE 
BIT ABOUT 

Jeddy



Jedidiah stole our hearts the moment he 
was born and continues to amaze us daily 
with how sweet, smart, creative, and 
hilarious he is. He is so tender hearted 
and compassionate toward others. Jeddy 
is the more reserved of our two boys and 
loves books; he spends many hours each 
week snuggled up on our laps having us 
read to him. 

Jeddy enjoys arts and crafts so our 
kitchen table is often covered with paint, 
glitter, and scraps of paper from some 
activity we just did together. He has a 
huge imagination and is always telling 

us funny stories he made up. Jeddy loves 
playing outside and would spend every 
day at the park if he could. He loves all 
things Paw Patrol and Thomas the Train. 

Watching him become a big brother has 
been the sweetest experience of our lives. 
He loves giving Judah hugs and kisses 
and is such a helpful and protective big 
brother. Jedidiah asks us to pray for his 
new baby sister every night and we know 
he will be every bit as loving and tender 
hearted toward his new sibling as he is to 
his little brother. 



Judah is our go-getter, energetic, second 
born. He is fiercely independent and 
tries hard to keep up with his big brother. 
He loves to follow Jedidiah around and 
copies everything he does. Judah is 
strong, and that comes across in his will, 
in his determination, and in his deep bond 
to each member of our family. 

He is also incredibly fearless so we are 
always finding him up on the end tables, 

the side of the couch, or even the piano. He 
is a mama’s boy through and through and 
loves late night snuggles and lots of hugs. 
Judah loves dancing to toddler music, 
climbing on anything and everything, and 
chasing his brother around the house. He 
has such love for his family and we can’t 
wait to see him become a big brother too.



A LITTLE 
BIT ABOUT 

Judah



We both love our extended families and feel very supported by them in our adoption journey. 
Josh’s parents live an hour from us, but look for any excuse they can to come to town and spoil 
their grandkids. Seven years ago they built a huge log house with a wood-burning fireplace, and 
we love bringing the boys to visit them. Josh’s brother (Wes), sister-in-law (Rebecca), and two kids 
(Ben and Hannah) live just 10 minutes from us and we love that the cousins get to grow up together. 

Ben is seven years old and is loved like an older brother by his cousins. Hannah is four years old 
and is looking forward to having another girl in the family to play with. We have so much fun 
watching the kids play, laugh and grow together. 

Shelly’s family lives out East, so we don’t get to see them as much as we would like, but her parents 
fly out a couple times a year to spend a few weeks with us. She also has a brother (Tim) and a sister 
(Dawn) who live in the Carolinas. Dawn is married to Dale and has two step-daughters, Katie (15) 
and Abby (8). Shelly comes from a family of artists and we look forward to bringing our kids to visit 
North Carolina and spending time in her parents’ art shop painting and doing pottery. 

We are both incredibly close to our families and love that our kids have so many godly grandparents, 
aunts, and uncles to look up to.

Josh’s FamilyUncle Wes & Aunt Rebecca

Cousins Hannah & Ben Grandpa John Grandma Debra

OUR EXTENDED   

Family



Meet Max, our 14 year old Shih Tzu. He 
was given to Shelly by her aunt in 2007 
and has been a loving part of our family 
since then. Since he is an old dog, most 
of his day is spent sleeping curled up 
in his bed in the kitchen, but after 
bath time he turns into a puppy again 
and runs frantically around the house 
trying to dry off. He is the most gentle 
puppy and is always kind to our kids. Max

OUR EXTENDED   

Family
Shelly’s Family

Grandma Mary

Cousins Katie & Abby

Grandpa Dennis

Uncle Tim
Aunt Dawn

Uncle Dale



JUST THE
Four of Us





Being together as a family is very important 
to us. We make eating dinner together every 
night a priority and use the time to talk 
about our days and reconnect. It’s always fun 
listening to our kids babble back and forth as 
we share little tidbits from our day. 

Since Shelly is a stay at home mom, she has 
the flexibility to take our kids on fun outings 
during the week, whether it’s to library story 
time, spending an afternoon at our city’s splash 
pad and pool, going for walks along the river 
trail, or having a play date with our friends at 
the park. One of our favorite things to do is to 
pick up Chick-fil-a and surprise Josh at work 
with a lunch date.

As a family, one of our most anticipated 
activities to do together is to pack a lunch, 
pile in the car, and go on an adventure in the 
mountains. We usually end up hiking through 
the woods, enjoying the breathtaking scenery, 
or finding some unknown lake in the middle of 
an aspen forest. 

OUR 
Activities

Grandma & Grandpa’s Paddle Boat

Exploring Down by the River

Driving Through Gateway Canyon

A Chilly Afternoon at Spud Lake



We love to celebrate! Holidays and 
birthdays are a big deal. We believe in a 
birthday week and not just one day to 
celebrate, so we fill it with special meals, 
thoughtful gifts, and a party with all our 
family and friends. 

Our favorite time of year is Christmas and 
it is filled with crafts, baking and creating 
memories. Shelly makes Christmas tree 
shaped pizzas for dinner and we sit around 
in our PJs watching Christmas movies. 
Christmas morning we wake up early and 
open presents. Our favorite part of the 
day is when we get to go to grandma and 
grandpa’s log house and eat a big dinner 
with our extended family. 

Easter is steeped with tradition and 
time with family. We buy new Easter 
outfits for Sunday church, fill Easter 
baskets with books, toys, and chocolate, 
and enjoy a lazy afternoon with our 
extended family hunting for eggs and 
stuffing our faces with ham and green 
bean casserole.

We try to incorporate crafts and activities 
into the minor holidays too, so Valentine’s 
Day is filled with heart shaped pancakes, 
St. Patrick’s Day involves all things green 
and Irish, and the Fourth of July is spent 
outdoors, having picnics, and watching 
fireworks into the night.

Christmas Easter St. Patrick’s Day

Holidays
Halloween



OUR 
Home

Home is the place we love to gather, create 
memories, and just simply be together. Since 
both of us are homebodies, we have worked 
hard to create a space that is functional, 
safe, and fun. We live in a three bedroom, 
two bath house with a back yard big enough 
for barbeques, birthday parties, and Easter 
egg hunts. We have ambitions of one day 
having a huge vegetable garden in our back 
yard, but for now we enjoy the beautiful 
purple irises from Shelly’s grandma and 
our small rose bushes every Spring. 

Spending quality time in our home as a 
family has always been a priority, so we 
have filled it with toys, books, games, and 
crafts that aid us in creating many happy 
memories together. On our wall hang lots 
of pictures of our family as well as a plaque 
that Josh made with our family’s values: Act  
justly. Love mercy. Walk humbly. (Taken 
from Micah 6:8 in the Bible.) This is how 
we strive to treat one another and every 
person that we welcome into our home.



We live in Colorado and are nestled in a 
valley surrounded by mountains, vineyards, 
and the Colorado River. This area is known 
for producing some of the best wine and 
peaches in the country. We love all that our 
community has to offer from concerts and art 
festivals, hiking and skiing, to countless parks 
for playing in. 

Our community is more than just the town 
we live in. They say “It takes a village to 
raise a child,” and we are blessed to have an 
amazing “village” to support us as we raise 

our family. We love being involved in our 
local church; they have a phenomenal 
nursery and children’s ministry on Sunday 
mornings. Jedidiah loves going to church, 
singing songs and learning about Jesus. The 
staff have always loved our boys since the 
day they were born.  Our community also 
includes a close knit group of friends. We 
have a dozen couples that we are close to 
whom all have little kiddos like we do. They 
are so supportive about our adoption plans 
and can’t wait to meet the addition to our 
family.

OUR 

Community

Judah’s Birthday Party Enjoying Colorado Jeddy’s Birthday Party

Part of our “Village”



 Service 
to each 

other, our 
neighbors, and 

community

Showing mercy, 
kindness, and 
respect for allTeaching 

our kids 
about Jesus 

and salvation 
found through 

Him

Quality family 
time

Having 
lots of fun!

OUR 
Values



We are excited about the future and 
raising our children in Colorado. 
God has been so good to us and we 
continue to seek His guidance for 
our future plans. As of right now, 
we plan on staying in Colorado and 
raising our kids near friends and 
family. We want our kids to grow up 
with the same values we did: faith 
in Jesus, a love for family, and a 
heart for serving others.

There are so many schooling options 
where we live, and we are exploring 
which one will be the best fit for 
our family. Since Shelly is a stay at 
home mom, she loves teaching our 
boys and would love to homeschool 
for at least the first few years of 
their education. Our hope is to help 
our children grow up believing they 
can do whatever they feel called to 
do, and we will use our resources 
the best we can to help them pursue 
all of their dreams.

OUR 
Future



We would like to thank you again for taking the time to read 
through our profile book and for considering us in your 
adoption plans. 

If you choose us, we look forward to raising our daughter 
with the knowledge of how much her first family loved her. 
We will make sure she knows how much we respect and 
honor you and the valuable role you have in our family. 

We continue to pray that the Lord gives you peace, health, and healing as you walk the 
road of adoption.

Thank 
You




